
CITY OF EL LAGO 

AGENDA 
COUNCIL MEETING & WORKSHOP 

411 TALLOWOOD DRIVE, EL LAGO, 

TEXAS 77586 
JANUARY 8, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 

 
NOTICE is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of the City of El Lago, County of Harris, State of Texas, to be 

held on the above stated date and time at: City Hall Events Room, 411 Tallowood Drive, El Lago, Texas, for the purpose 

of considering the following numbered items.  

1. Call to Order  

2. Invocation and/or Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Declaration of a Quorum 
3.1. Announce Absent Members of Council 

4. Move meeting into a Workshop session (No motions to be made during the workshop 

period.  This workshop will be closed by or before 7:00 P.M. and Regular Council 

Meeting will resume.) 
4.1. Hear and discuss information regarding the proposed flood mitigation projects by the Harris County 

Water Control and Improvement District #50.  
5. Adjourn Workshop session and Move meeting back into regular session 

 

6. Citizen Comments 
Citizens are invited & encouraged to speak for up to three (3) minutes on matters relating to the city and/or its Government. 

7. City Official, Board, Commission, Committee, & City Service Report 
7.1. SVFD Monthly activity report (Chief Andy Gutacker) 

7.2. LPD Commissioner Michael O’Brien to report on LPD Commission activity 
8. Council Members’ Reports 

8.1. Mayor Pro Tem Vernon to discuss the construction of a masonry fence behind Lock Lake 

9. Consent Agenda 
9.1. Check Detail for checks printed from December 19, 2019 through January 8, 2020. 

9.2. Minutes from the Council Meeting of December 18, 2019 
10.  New Business 

10.1. Consider/Approve the joint letter of support for the WCID #50 storm drainage project  

10.2. Consider/Approve the General Mobility Program Agreement submitted by the Metropolitan Transit 

Authority 

11. Future Agenda Items 

Not Scheduled 

City Treasurer 

5 Year Spend Plan 

Scheduled 

Building Permit Fee Schedule 

Update of Personnel Policy 

12. Adjournment 



ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO ACTION 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of El Lago will provide for reasonable accommodations for persons attending City 

Council Meetings.  Requests should be received 48 hours prior to the meetings.  Please contact the City office at 281-326-1951. The City Council of 

the City of El Lago, Texas, reserves the right to adjourn into executive session at any time during the course of the meeting to discuss any of the 

matters listed above, as authorized by the Texas Government Code, §551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), §551.072 (Deliberations about Real 

Property), §551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and Donations), §551.074 (Personnel Matters), §551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices), 

§551.077 (Agency Financed by Federal Government),§551.084 (Exclusion of Witness from Hearing), §551.086 (Meeting Concerning Municipally 

Owned Utility), §551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development),§551.088 (Deliberations Regarding Licensing Testing Exam), & 

§418.183(f) (Texas Disaster Act: regarding Critical Infrastructure). 

I certify that a copy of this notice of the City Council Meeting for the date listed above was posted at City Hall, 411 

Tallowood Drive, El Lago, Texas, at least 72 hours in advance per the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

 

 

__________________________ 

Rachel Lewis, City Secretary 

 



CITY OF EL LAGO 

         MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 18, 2019 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
411 TALLOWOOD DRIVE, EL LAGO, 

TEXAS 77586 
 

 

1. Call to Order  Mayor Skelton called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   

2. Invocation and/or Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Declaration of a Quorum 

Present:   Mayor John Skelton 

Councilperson Shawn Findley 

  Mayor Pro Tem Ann Vernon 

  Councilperson Jeff Michalak 

Absent:  Councilperson Darin Clark 

  Councilperson Kris Kuehnel 

4. Citizen Comments 

Art Richard of 622 Bayou View – Informed Council that there will be a CERT training in Pasadena beginning 

January 11, 2020.  It will run for 4 consecutive Saturdays which will last from 6 to 8 hours per session.  It will be  

held at the Pasadena Convention Center and the sessions will begin at 9:00 A.M. 

Bob Kosar of 503 Whitecap Drive – Reported that he attended the WCID board meeting held on December 9, 2019.  

He stated he was asked about the joint letter and he informed the board that Mayor Skelton is not planning to sign a 

support letter which resulted in a special Council meeting being scheduled for early January, 2020.   Mayor Skelton 

confirmed that this is correct.  

5. City Official, Board, Commission, Committee, & City Service Report 

5.1. Report on LPD Activity in the City with Call For Service reports for November, 2019. Chief Tom Savage 

discussed questions about the Suspicious Vehicle calls increasing in November and he said that it is likely 

due to more people being at home during the holidays.  Mayor Skelton asked about a residence which has 

had several reports of alleged drug activity and Chief Savage stated that he is aware of it and so is the 

night shift.  The Chief stated that LPD is watching the residence and some warrant arrests have been made 

at that location.  The Mayor informed Chief Savage that the complaints have escalated and he wants the 

problem to be addressed as aggressively as possible.  

6. Councilmembers’ Reports 

6.1. Mayor Pro Tem Vernon to report on street repair schedule – Mayor Pro Tem Vernon reported that street 

repairs will take place on Lake Bluff and three areas of Crestwood while school is out for the upcoming 

holiday.  She also said that work was scheduled to be completed on Whitecap, however the Floodplain 

Administrator has advised her that he plans to recommend an additional flood mitigation project that will 

include Whitecap, so that work will be postponed until the summer.     

6.2. Councilperson Jeff Michalak to report on Personnel Manual Committee – Councilperson Michalak 

reported that the committee is reviewing the current City of El Lago Personnel Manual.  The manual is 15 

years old and it will need updates.  He stated the process should take 3-4 weeks.   

7. Consent Agenda 

7.1. Check Detail for checks printed from December 5, 2019 through December 18, 2019 

7.2. Minutes from the Public Hearing and Council Meeting of December 4, 2019 

Mayor Pro Tem Vernon made a motion to approve the consent agenda and Councilperson Michalak 

seconded.  The vote was unanimous to approve.  

8. Old Business 

8.1. Consider/ Approve the purchase of IworQ building permitting, contractor registration, and code 

enforcement software – City Secretary Rachel Lewis went over the new proposal from IworQ which 

included a reduced cost for the software and set-up fees. She reported that the sale of excess equipment 

totaled $8400 for the year which will pay for the software and equipment needed. She went over the 



proposal including the public portal access which will allow the public to fill out building permit and 

contractor registration applications online.  Mayor Pro Tem Vernon made a motion to approve the 

purchase of the IworQ permit software including the public portal access and $1000 or less for tablets.  

Councilperson Findley provided a second and the motion passed unanimously.   

9. New Business 

9.1. Consider/ Approve ORD 465 regulating garage sale frequency and duration. – Second Reading  

Mayor Pro Tem Vernon said that she contacted the City Attorney about the possibility of banning 

residents who violate the ordinance from having garage sales in the City permanently.  He informed her 

that this is possible but he had concerns about enforcement.  Councilperson Findley stated that the fine for 

violators should be enough.  Mayor Pro Tem Vernon explained that the Judges can increase the fine 

amount per violation up to $500.  Chief Savage was asked by the Mayor to provide input and Chief 

Savage stated that he needs an ordinance like this in order to enforce these problems as they occur.  

Councilperson Findley made a motion to approve Ordinance 465 and Councilperson Michalak seconded.  

The vote was unanimous to approve.   

9.2. Consider/Approve adding City Secretary, Rachel Lewis, as a check signer on the City’s bank accounts 

Mayor Pro Tem Vernon made a motion to approve with a second from Councilperson Michalak.  The 

vote was unanimous so the motion passed.   

10. Future Agenda Items  

Not Scheduled    Scheduled 

• City Treasurer    Building permit fee schedule 

• 5 year spend plan   Update Personnel Manual 

 

Mayor Skelton stated that the meetings in January will be moved to January 8, 2020 and  January 22, 

2020 due to the holidays.  Meetings will resume per the usual schedule in February.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem Vernon stated that she would like to have an item placed on the agenda addressing the 

possibility of the City constructing a masonry fence behind Loch Lake bordering El Lago and Seabrook.  

Mayor Skelton stated that it can be placed on the next agenda.  

 

11. Adjournment –There being no further business, Mayor Skelton adjourned the meeting at 7:49 P.M.. 

     

 

 

               

John Skelton        

Mayor         

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

                     

      

Rachel Lewis 

City Secreatary 
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